
THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

 

Led Into Temptation 
 

Matthew 4:1-11 (NIV)  
1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 
The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall 

not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on 
the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: “ ‘He will command his angels 

concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 7 Jesus answered him, “It is also 
written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 

world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! 

For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” 11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.  

“Lead us not into temptation.” We know this familiar phrase from the Lord’s Prayer. Last summer, the Roman Catholic Church 
approved a change to this phrase to now read “do not let us fall into temptation.” Why the change? The thought is that “I am the 
one who falls; it’s not Him pushing me into temptation to then see how I have fallen. A father doesn't do that, a father helps you to 
get up immediately. It's Satan who leads us into temptation, that's his department.”  

And that doesn’t sound bad. If we understand that God does not tempt people to sin, we absolutely agree. Letting Scripture 
interpret Scripture, that is exactly what James wrote: “When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’ For God cannot be 
tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone…” (James 1:13) God does not tempt anyone to sin. 

So, have we been wrong to pray, “lead us not into temptation”? Does God ever lead us into temptation? Listen again to the start of 
our Gospel reading from Matthew chapter 4: “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.” 
(verse 1) God the Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. God led Jesus into temptation. 

Where, though, does temptation come from? James continued after saying that God does not tempt anyone, “…but each person is 
tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and 
sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.” (James 1:14-15) Temptation can and does start from within us, our sinful heart, our 
sinful nature. It starts with our own sinful desires and then gives birth to sin. We don’t even need the devil to tempt us. We do it to 
ourselves while also being tempted by the unbelieving world around us, and, yes, the devil.  

God doesn’t tempt us, but does this also mean that God never leads anyone into temptation? I’m going to get grammatical with you 
now. The word that is translated here in Matthew chapter 4, James chapter 1, and in the Lord’s Prayer from Matthew chapter 6 can 
mean temptation or a testing or trial. So, we could rightly say that “Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested.” 
(verse 1) The difference in how to understand when to translate this word as “test” vs “tempt” comes from the desired outcome.  

As established in the book of James, we know that God does not tempt anyone. He does not give us evil desires with the intent that 
we would do wrong, that we would sin. The devil, though, always wants us to do what is wrong and fail to live up to God’s 
commands because then he can live up to his name devil, which means “slanderer” and Satan, which means “adversary.” He wants 
us to fail in keeping God’s commands so that he can then slander us by going up to God and saying, “Look what he did! He rebelled! 
He’s a no good sinner! I told you he would fail. You can’t accept him. He’s tainted goods. Throw the book at him! Condemn him! 
Lock him up in hell. Make him suffer this eternal fiery torment that you are making me suffer!”  

God never tempts us meaning that he never desires or wants us to fail and sin, but he does test us. That’s the same word, but the 
desired outcome is completely different. Testing is an opportunity to show your character and to grow stronger through a trial. In 
this way, God may lead us into testing while the devil tempts us at the same time. God leads us into an opportunity to show our 
character as blood bought children of God. So, if we are trying to figure out whether or not God leads us into temptation vs. testing, 
we look at the context. In this case, God the Holy Spirit is leading the way for Jesus to be tempted, to be tested to show his 
character, the character that was publicly declared at his baptism just before he went to the wilderness with God the Holy Spirit 
descending on him and the Father declaring, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:17) 

Jesus, as the approved Son of God, the one who has already proven his perfect character through 30 years of living, 30 years of 
obedience to God’s commands, 30 years of honoring his Mary and Joseph - his earthly parents, 30 years of not teasing his brothers 



and sisters or losing his temper with them, is now in the desert having been led there by God the Holy Spirit. He has undergone 40 
days and 40 nights of testing already as he has every single one of those days relied that the Father would provide him with exactly 
what he needed. The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” Jesus answered, 
“It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” (verses 3-4) 

Do you know where Jesus got that quote? It was from Deuteronomy chapter 8. In fact, all three of Jesus’ answers to Satan’s 
temptations come from the book of Deuteronomy. Deuteronomy is a series of farewell sermons given by Moses to the Israelites 
before he dies and before they enter the Promised Land. In chapter 8, he says to them, “Remember how the LORD your God led you 
all the way in the wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you 
would keep his commands.” (Deuteronomy 8:2) God had led the Israelites in the wilderness after exodus-ing from Egypt to test 
them. God led them into a test so that they could show themselves that they were his people, that they would choose to follow the 
Lord with all their heart and obey his commands. Although they had promised to do so, when the testing came, sometimes they 
failed. They sinned. Their own evil desires and the devil led them into temptation and they fell.  

We all have the same problem as the Israelites. We have promised to God that we would love him with all our heart and obey his 
commands. We did that at our confirmations, at our Ash Wednesday worship last week, even today after we were told that our sins 
were forgiven at the beginning of the service. Yet, we have failed, not keeping ourselves from falling into temptation for even one 
hour. God tested us, giving us opportunities to love him and obey his commands, but we were also tempted and failed. The failure is 
on our part. We didn’t trust God to get us through. We looked to ourselves, trusted our own strength. We let our desires rule our 
actions. We sinned by our fault, our own fault, our own grievous fault.  

But Jesus did not fail. He was led by God the Holy Spirit into temptation by the devil, but he did not give in. He lived on every word 
that came from the mouth of God, not just what would fill his belly temporarily. He did not purposefully jeopardize his life, 
challenging God to save him as he chose to do something foolish like jumping off the highest point of the temple. He worshiped and 
served only the Lord and no one and nothing else. Jesus fought temptation for us and won to give us his perfect victory.  

God tested his Son, and Jesus showed exactly that character which the Father declared at his baptism. A father does not attempt to 
get his kids to do the wrong thing (at least, no good father does), but a father does give opportunities for his children to make good 
choices which show their character, show that they follow God instead of their Old Adam desires that give birth to sin. And so God 
does lead us to testing, but he never leads us there to fail.  

God the Holy Spirit led Jesus to be tempted, and he and God the Father led Jesus through temptation by means of his Word. Look at 
how Jesus fought off Satan. Every time it was a quote from God’s Word. Jesus defeated the devil’s temptations by quoting Scripture, 
the very words of God. He didn’t use his own ability, his wittiness, his logic, or even his own strength. He could have used his divine 
powers, powers we don’t have. Instead, he used what we do have: God’s Word and the strength of God that comes through it. The 
Lord provided everything Jesus needed to succeed and resist the temptations that he was led into, and Jesus overcame! “Away from 
me, Satan!” Jesus declared. Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. (verses 10, 11) 

God will lead us into places and times of testing, places where the devil will tempt us. God does this, though, to give us an 
opportunity to show what he has made us. He has paid for our sins by Jesus’ death. He has given us Jesus’ victory over temptation by 
his life. This means that when we are led to a time of testing by God and of temptation by the devil, we go into this battle with God 
at our side and on our side. We go into battle with the ultimate victor, Jesus Christ. We are never alone. Instead, we are assured 
victory and deliverance from evil because Jesus already passed the test. God may lead us into places and times of testing where the 
devil will also tempt us, but he will also lead us through all those times with Jesus’ perfect, flawless victory.  

And so we rightly pray, “Lead us not into temptation.” Why? Because we still wrestle with a sinful nature that comes up with evil 
desires that give birth to sin. We pray this because when we are led into temptation, we sometimes rely on ourselves instead of 
every word that comes from the mouth of God and that’s when we fail, and we don’t want to fail God. We pray this because God 
doesn’t need to lead us into temptation since Jesus was already led to it and he overcome for us. So, God, deliver us with your 
power, your strength, your victory, your Word. When you lead us into times of testing, make our faith and trust in you stronger. 
Lead us through it to eternal life with you forever through Christ’s victory over the devil’s temptations. Amen.  
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